24 January 2018

Madagascar hit
again
Message from Peter Van Buuren,
CountryDirector, Madagascar
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Cyclone relief

Those affected Maindrivazo take their belongings to a dry place

Last year, Brickaville was hit by major
flooding from cyclone Enawo, and
thanks to your support, HoverAid did
a very successful project in the region
around Brickaville. We were able to do
a large distribution of sails for
temporary accommodation, and then,
as always, the first level needs such as
kitchen utensils, buckets, and basic
ingredients for cooking food; salt,
sugar, cooking oil and rice.
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After phase one we distributed seeds
so that people could plant and grow
their own food again. We also
provided a number of people with
fishing equipment and, for the first
two months they shared most of what
they caught with the people in the
villages. Carpenter's sets were also
distributed to enable people to
rebuild their homes, wood being
available locally. We did all of this in
four different villages thanks to your
support! In addition, we provided a
school with a new roof and built a
crucial pedestrian bridge which is
widely used by school children and
locals alike.

I ( Peter) returned a
few weeks ago and
was really impressed
with the new houses
that had been built
and the crops
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Unfortunately,
Madagascar
was again hit
by a cyclone
on Friday. The
east suffered
from a lot of
rain and very
strong winds.

At the time of writing, the official figures are more than 100,000
homeless, 29 dead and 22 missing. Four of the five main roads on
the island have been closed since Friday due to various landslides,
washed-out bridges and flooded roads.
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One of these roads leads
to Miandrivazo, a district
where HoverAid has been
working with hovercraft
since 2012. We have done
medical projects, water
infrastructure and
transported other aid
organizations to this
remote area.
On Sunday I was called by one of our
employees there. Later the mayor of
Miandrivazo also called. In the city, 300
have disappeared because a dike has
broken through and half the city is now
under water. The electricity supply is by
means of generators which are also
under water and so there is no electricity.
The pumps for clean drinking water need
power so there is currently no drinking
water either.

At the moment the road is
still closed but work is
being done to install a
bailey bridge. The runway
has also flooded so that we
cannot fly there anymore
either.
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The need is great for water purifying kits, and the basic necessities
of life, much the same as we did last year. We have enough money
to buy kits for a limited number of people I hope to leave with a
team on Thursday or Friday.
First, we will distribute the limited resources among the most needy.
In addition, together with the local authorities, we will take stock of
what is needed in the short and long term.

Would you like to help us with the prayer and financial support that
is so urgently needed?
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