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“If God is for us, 
who can be against us.”

Romans 8:31

What a strange year! And yet God continues to 
bless HoverAid’s work in many ways, enabling 
us to launch new projects, connect with new 
communities and grow the wider HoverFamily. 
Like many others we have battled with the 
ongoing challenges of COVID, but great 
work has continued in spite of restrictions in 
Madagascar as elsewhere.

One of the impacts of the pandemic is that 
fewer of the core Madagascar Medical Safaris 
have taken place in 2021 so far, but it’s 
fantastic that a full programme is in place for 
the rest of the year. Meanwhile, our teams 
have managed to help local people build three 
more schools, of modern construction in 
safer locations, in isolated areas of Northern 
Madagascar. These are providing much-
needed access to education for many more 
children after the destruction of the storms 
there in February this year.  

Hovercraft have always been part of our DNA, 
but the fleet needs replenishment. This has led 
to an exciting project to build new RiverRover 
craft, tailored to the needs of our work. The 
project is well underway, and we have launched 
an appeal to make the new hovercraft build, 
and all of the benefits this brings, possible. 

We thank all our supporters new and old for 
your prayers, donations, and encouragement. 

Without you, and our fantastic trustees, 
volunteers and teams in the UK and 
Madagascar – not to forget the Netherlands 
and France – we would not be able to make 
the difference to thousands of lives otherwise 
unreached. 

See opposite what you will discover in the 
remaining pages. We hope you enjoy reading 
this newsletter; please share it with your 
families, friends, church congregations, and 
local communities. Spread the word about 
HoverAid, inspire others to join us in reaching 
the unreachable.

Thank You

John Greaves
Chief Executive

Welcome
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Can you help?

HoverAid is a Christian humanitarian charity 
that provides medical care, community health 
programmes, and emergency relief to isolated 
communities. We use hovercraft and other means 
to bring aid and development to those in need

THANK YOU for your support

Welcome

Please give via  https://uk.hoveraid.org/donate/ or by cheque to HoverAid Trust at
Unit 2, Chalk Farm, High Street, Babraham, Cambridge CB22 3AG

...shows a family waits patiently for a 
medical consultation at the MMS at 
Mangabe in July this year, one of the 184 
our great team did that week.
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“AN AFTERNOON WITH  
HOVERAID” event on June 27th, near 
Cambridge, with over 100 guests. 
Guests enjoyed listening to a Jazz 
Quartet, a surprise air display, a hog 
roast and afternoon tea.

A VIBRANT SOCIAL MEDIA 
PRESENCE, including regular Face-
book posts reaching 18,600 people 
with engagement scores of up to 25%.

COVERAGE OF HOVERAID on 
Premier Radio which helps to make 
HoverAid’s cause more widely known.

NEW COLLABORATIVE PROJECT 
with IMPACT Madagascar around 
Maevetanana combining environmental 
research and education and 
community health work.

THREE NEW SCHOOLS being built 
in the Boeny region of Madagascar 
following the destruction of the storms 
in Febriuary 2021.

THE MADAGASCAR MEDICAL 
SAFARI programme constrained by 
COVID (Five MMSs so far in 2021), but 
now back to two per month for the 
remainder of the dry season.

GWYN DAVIES-SCOURFIELD, taking 
on the role of Chairman of HoverAid 
Trust as David Wiltshire continues his 
recovery from major surgery.

INCREASING technical collaborations 
with Cambridge University Engineering 
Department, 4th year collaborative 
projects and 3 summer interns working 
on our new hovercraft.
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A joy to see six veterans of the 1990 River Yangtze expedition 
at the June event



Special ReportProviding a 
space to learn

New Schools Building project

When a fierce tropical storm hit the  
Boeny region in north west Madagascar, 
several of the school buildings there were 

destroyed, and children’s education and 
futures were suddenly at risk. The frail 
mud & concrete construction couldn’t 
compete with the force of the wind and 
rain: flimsy roofs were blown off and 
buildings were unusable. Teachers had 
nowhere to teach, so children couldn’t 
continue to learn.

Replacing a destroyed school with one  
that will withstand extreme weather is 
particularly difficult in remote villages.  
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Education is a fantastic opportunity for any child. Learning 
the skills of reading, writing and critical thinking can be the 
building blocks that lift children and their communities out of 
poverty. The physical presence of a school building can make the 
difference between whether or not a child has an education.
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But HoverAid is 
in the business 
of reaching the 

unreachable, and we were only too 

keen to get involved. We launched an 
appeal, and, with the generosity of our 
supporters, we were able to respond to 
the request to rebuild three schools.

In April, with the 
rivers still high 
from flooding, our 
team arrived in 
Andengendroy, ready 
to listen to what was 
needed, and involve 
the community 
in the work. We 
had brought 
prefabricated 
metal frames with 
concrete bases and 
block walls - much 
stronger and more 
resilient to storms 

than the destroyed buildings - and got 
to work.

Next, in Manongarivo, we had amazing 
support from local parents. Before we had 
arrived, they had gathered sand gravel and 
rocks for the build, and on our arrival, helped 
us unload the materials we had brought. It 
was wonderful to see the older generation 
giving up their time to serve the younger. 

June saw us launching the build of a new 
school with the support of the local mayor 
and Director of Education in Mangaleto. 
Three weeks later, the frame of one of the 
new classrooms was nearly finished, with 
a second about to be assembled.

Beyond the school building itself, the 
projects included provision of essential 
materials such as tables, benches, 
and writing boards (so that the children 
didn’t have to write on bare walls). 

Special Report
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We are also constructing accommoda-
tion for teachers (using salvaged 
materials from the original school 
building as a starting point), wells, 
sanitation facilities, and planting trees.  

The first school in Andengendroy is 
finished, the trees around it are growing 
well, and the village are making good 
use of their new well. The school building 
is not big enough to serve the whole 
community, so work on a second has 
already begun.

Long term, each village will have a 
sturdy school, providing a safe, clean 
and beautiful space for children to learn.  
Members of the community who got 
involved with the project have learned 
valuable building skills, which, like the 
learning in the classroom, will stand them 
in good stead for their future.

Special Report
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ACROSS
1 River Horse (5), 3 Mariana s is the deepest in the world (6), 9 Fiery Welsh beast (6), 10 Six balls and 
it’s finished (4), 12 Acquisitive seafarer (6), 14 Edible pod (4), 15 Push in (3), 16 Oxen coupling (4),
18 Bowls, Tennis, Mower (4), 20 Weapon for parliamentary discipline (4), 22 Simple dwelling (3), 
23 Leathery blind flappers; like clubs (4), 26 Process of growth (11), 27 Educated angle (6), 29 Power 
question (sic) (4), 31 Our partners flying for life (3), 32 Doctor, Class, Dryer (4), 35 Golfing support (3), 
36 Long period of time (3), 37 Ninja chelonian is mocked (6), 38 Upside down tree (6), 39 Crazy hard 
fruit (3), 40 North American country (3), 41 What a hovercraft does on a mighty Papuan river (3)

DOWN
2 Babakoto, the largest lemur (5), 4 Spanish river (3), 5 Malagasy Charetty (4), 6 As sweet as (Tantelly) (5), 
7 Mighty African river (7), 8 Furniture for two notes (4), 11 Orchid flavour (7), 12 Deep (8), 
13 ...the Unreachable (8), 15 Faster than a walk (3), 17 Stop to change tyres (3), 19 Cleaner and 
separator (6), 21 Vertical motion that may make you ill (5), 23 Refined version of kebab (9),  
24 Christopher Cockerell had a good one (4), 25 Long term plan (8), 28 Completely out of order (6)
29 Us (2), 30 Change direction (4), 33 Public House (3), 34 Horned beast already given the hump (4)
35 Short name for capital of Madagascar (4)
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In March this year, Augustin, one of our anaesthetists 
who is also Deputy of Marolambo, had an accident. 
He was in Marolambo making a communal visit with 
the regional Chief of the Department of Education 
(CISCO). They were crossing a small wooden bridge by 
motorbike, but the Bridge didn’t support their weight 
and it collapsed. 12 people were injured. Augustin and 

the Chief had to be 
evacuated by helicopter 
to Tana. Augustin had 
a fracture on his chest 
bone. Maholy visited 
him in the hospital with 
the MMS team. 

Augustin has now 
recovered and is back 
at work as one of our 
fantastic team of 60+ 
medical volunteers.

Augustin and the 
collapsed bridge

Many of you will remember 
Olga, the 11 year old girl 
who had to have a leg 
amputated, requiring a 
rapid flight to hospital for 
an emergency operation 
back in November 2020. 
Our team visited her in 
July this year and were 
thrilled to see Olga who 
has adjusted to her life 
very well and was keen to 
follow them around.

Olga from 
Marolambo

Safari Stories



Hovercraft

Summer 202110

Going further to reach the unreachable:

A new hovercraft
for HoverAid

Hovercraft enable us to do 
life-changing work 
At HoverAid, our purpose has always 
been to reach the unreachable: those who 
are geographically difficult to access. Our 
focus is communities who are based in 
wetlands and remote areas beyond the 
reach of roads and airfields. Livelihoods 
here are often vulnerable: people are able 
to grow crops, but a lack of roads makes 
it impossible to take them to markets.  
All-too-frequent storms and rainy  
seasons cause havoc for farmers and 
destroy homes.

These areas are very rarely helped by 
charities simply because it is too difficult 
to get there – unlike most inhabited parts 
of the world, wetlands are not accessible 
by four-wheeled transport. Those who live 
there are the forgotten 1% of the global 
population – the 80 million people who 
are excluded simply because most relief 
charities do not have the means to  
reach them.

A hovercraft is the ideal vehicle for 
these places: it can travel over a variety 
of terrains, including, crucially, shallow 
or deep water. Through HoverAid’s 
work, hovercraft have been proven 
over many years to be a great means 
of rapid transportation. We can listen to 

communities, and provide the emergency 
relief, healthcare, educational resources, 
and anything else that they need. 

Our existing 
hovercraft 
were designed 
in the 1990s 
and have been 
deployed in 
Papua New 
Guinea, 
Zambia, 
Nicaragua, 
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Mozambique and Malawi, and, most 
extensively, in Madagascar. This has 
provided countless opportunities to help 
remoted communities, but we need to 
improve on our existing craft, and  
create something which can be even 
more effective. We are ready for a  
new build.

Building a new 
hovercraft will 
further our work  
in Madagascar
Hovercraft available 
commercially are not 
suitable for the remote, hot 
conditions in the areas we 
work. HoverAid has in-house 
expertise in designing and 
building hovercraft, which we have put to 
use. A new bespoke hovercraft has been 
designed, based on previous generations 

that have met our need for a simple and 
tough craft. This new design has all the 
benefits of the previous generation, but 
with a more powerful engine, a lighter and 
tougher frame, and more efficient structure. 
This new design will be even more effective 
in fulfilling our mission.

The design is deliberately as simple as 
possible, which means mechanics in 
Madagascar will be able to assemble 
parts to build the hovercraft themselves, 
and local operators will be able use the 
hovercraft with ease and repair it without 
external support.

A new design has great 
potential to grow our work 
even further
Our initial ambition is to build one newly 
designed hovercraft. Over the years, we 
plan to build many more, broadening 
our reach and enabling partnerships 
with many more communities around 
the world. Each new hovercraft we build 
will increase in the numbers of people 

HoverAid can support. Taking just one of 
our programmes, we estimate that even 
one new hovercraft will enable us to reach 
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200,000 more people with 
medical 
supplies. 
Our relief 

work will rebuild more 
livelihoods. Our medical 
safaris will carry out more 
life-saving operations 
and treatment. Our well-
digging will provide more 
communities with clean 
water. Our school-building will give more 
children an education. Our community 
health programmes will empower more 
people to live healthy lives.

HoverAid is ready to reach even more 
of the forgotten 1% of the global 
population excluded from other relief and 
development programmes simply because 
they live in remote communities. Now all 
we need is your support.

How you can partner  
with us 
We estimate that the first new hovercraft 
will cost around £110,000. This is a big 
target, but so is our ambition. We are 
already seeing labour and parts being 
donated, reducing the remaining funds 

needed. When the first 
hovercraft is completed, 
the cost of future builds is 
very likely to be less.

Support takes many 
different shapes and 
sizes. You could organise 
a fundraiser in your 
school, place of work, 
or local community. You 

could provide space, materials, time 
and technical assistance to build the 
hovercraft. You could give financially to 
enable purchase of essential materials 
and pay for labour costs. Your company 
could work with us to build the 
hovercraft itself.

Does one of these ideas spark your 
imagination? Would you like to get 
involved to make a real difference 
to remote communities that would 
otherwise be forgotten? 
Get in touch!

info@hoveraid.co.uk

Donate directly to the project through 
this link: https://cafdonate.cafonline.
org/17777

Hovercraft

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/17777
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/17777
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Madagascar Medical 
Safaris 2021

We have carried out five of the 5 day 
MMS’s so far in 2021. Others have 
been postponed to later in the year due 
to COVID restrictions. As ever, Maholy 
brings us reports from these weeks…

Ambatolahy – March 

The week involved a high number of 
operations and Ultrasound tests. One 
small boy had to have hernia surgery, 
but afterwards he began convulsing 
and seizures. His family hadn’t told us 
about his history of epilepsy. He was 
transferred to hospital in Antisirabe, but 
unfortunately he died soon after.

Sahakevo – June 

Here is the local pastor praying a 
blessing at the start of the week. The 
MMS went well with lots of operations, 

91
Dental

extractions

81
Surgical

operations

994
Consultations

91
Eye tests and 
interventions

317
Ultrasound

examinations

HoverAid 

in num
bers

MMS
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although diagnostic work was limited as 
our faithful Ultrasound machine finally 
broke down. 

We received a lovely thank you letter 
from the Chief of the Fokontany of 
Sahakevo:

“It is with great happiness that I give 
thanks and gratitude to you for sending 
to us missionaries who did medical 
intervention, and especially gave 
spiritual care.”

Madiromirafy, Mangabe – July

The biggest 
challenge on 
these MMSs was 
getting there at 
all! A combination 

of inadequate guides, a dried up river, 
and an impassable road meant swift 
replanning and use of ox-carts and 
canoes.

The new Ultrasound machine was 
used extensively and successfully at 
Mangabe, where there is a backlog for 
surgical work.

Ambatolahy – August

Often our MMS teams live under 
canvass for the week. This is 
the HoverCamp in the middle of 
Ambatolahy, directly outside the building 
where the clinic is taking place.

MMS
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Some 
of the 
MMSs 
require 
the team 
to be 

flown to the isolated communities we 
serve. THANK YOU to our friends at 
Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) for 
providing the transport, for flexibility as 
plans change, and for rapid responses 
when emergency medical evacuations 
are needed.

The new Ultrasound machine, bought 
through the generosity of 
HoverAid supporters in UK and 
Netherlands. This high value 
device (£3,400) is essential for abdominal, 
cardiac, and urology tests, and is already 

in full  
use 
detecting 
breast 
cancers, 
prostate 
problems.

HoverAid recently launched a new 
joint project around Madiromirafy with 
IMPACT Madagascar, a local charity 
working with Malagasy communities 
to deliver solutions to deforestation, 
pollution and 
poverty.

The project 
is about 
sustainable 
community 
collaboration, 
including 
monitoring 
the natural 
environment, 
delivering 
education, 
and providing 
clean water 

facilities, sanitation and healthcare. It 
will be essential to revisit locations over 
the course of the project, to show local 
people we are committed to improving 
their health. 

If this pilot 
project is 
successful, 
subject to 
funding, the 
work will 
expand to 
Marosakoa, 
Ankirihitra and 
Mahajeby, other 
villages where 
IMPACT also 
has ongoing 
environmental 
programmes.

Making an 
environmental IMPACT

MMS



I have been at HoverAid since 2015. I love it that 
we help alot of people in landlocked areas. Health 
is important for everybody and thanks to HoverAid, 
people have the right to have access to medical 
care. I am married, have a boy 7 years old. Thank 
you to all the supporters for your moral and financial 
support for HoverAid and for the Malagasy people. 
God bless you.

I am a fundraising assistant at Cambridge 
University seeking philanthropic donors. I am keen 

to bring these skills to HoverAid to enable our 
projects to grow. I am a qualified yoga teacher, 

and I volunteer for Oxfam and also sponsor a girl 
in Togo via Plan International.

I work in infectious diseases research at the 
University of Oxford. I also organise conferences 
and events with collaborators from different parts of 
the world. I am delighted to put these skills to use 
at HoverAid. I am inspired by the work and mission 
of HoverAid in improving the lives of communities in 
hard-to-reach areas.

People
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Introducing...
TIANA 
Courier and Housekeeper

BARBARA 
Events Coordinator

MAISY 
FundRaiser



This summer we have three interns, 
who are helping to construct the skirt 
for the new RiverRover hovercraft at 
our Burchett’s Farm workshop, as 
well as carrying out analysis work to 
refine the overall design.

I want to use science 
to create benefit for 
society. HoverAid 
has a strong focus 
on engineering and 
humanitarian work. I 
am enjoying getting 

practical experience as an engineer, making 
the new hovercraft skirt.

I have a particular 
fascination in the 
use of technology 
to effectively deliver 
aid and emergency 
relief. I am also an 
active member of the 

Cambridge University Robotics society, and 
currently lead the Rescue Robot project.

I have enjoyed being involved with 
HoverAid this summer. It’s been 
fascinating to learn more about how 
these machines work as well as 
what goes into building one. It has 
opened my eyes to the potential 
engineering has for making a 
unique difference to humanitarian 
issues.

PeopleOurHoverStudents
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HoverAid is delighted to 
work with Cambridge 
University Engineering 
students, providing them 
a summer placement that 
is a required part of the 
Cambridge MEng course.

Jeremy

Joshua

Dipanshu



HoverKids HoverKids Corner

Make a paper hovercraft
Download the paper design, with 
instructions as shown on the sheet. Get your 
family members and friends to each make a 
craft. Race them against each other.

Colouring in sheets
Download the line drawings of hovercraft and 
creatures unique to Madagascar; colour them in.

Cootie Catcher
Test your 
origami skills by 
downloading 
and making the 
HoverCootie-
Catcher and test 
the knowledge of 
your family about 
Madagascar, 
hovercraft, lemurs, and HoverAid.

Send in photographs or video clips of what 
you have created to our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/hoveraid  
or by email to info@hoveraid.co.uk

HoverCrossword solution
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Pray for the villages of B
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bao, that H
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id 
w

ould be able to supply clean 
drinking w
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3. DID YOU KNOW? 
 

Madagascar is the 10th poorest  
country in the world 

4. HOVERCRAFT FACT 
 

Hovercraft can ‘fly’ over water, sand, 
ice, mud, grass and swamps 
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Pray for the children in the villages 
along the rivers of the w
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7. DID YOU KNOW? 
 

HoverAid use hovercraft to get to 
some unreached communities, bring-

ing  
medical care and education 

8. PLEASE PRAY 
 

Pray for the doctors, nurses and den-
tists who travel with HoverAid to 

work in remote places 

Name.................................................................Age...................... Sheet 1: RR403 in Mozambique 
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Enter HoverKids corner On-Line by clicking on this link:  
https://uk.hoveraid.org/haexperience/ and navigating to the HoverKids button. 

There you will find some fun activities which will also inform you about Madagascar and our 
work, such as:

https://www.facebook.com/hoveraid
http://info@hoveraid.co.uk
https://uk.hoveraid.org/haexperience/


Gift Aid: I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of 
Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 

April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that 
all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) 
that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I un-
derstand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not 
qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 28p of tax on eve-
ry £1 that I gave up to 5 April 2008 
and will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 
that I give on or after 6 April 2008'. 

Instruction to your Bank or Building 
Society to pay by Direct Debit 

Name and full address of your Bank/Building Society 

To: The Manager ______________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

Post Code:____________________________________ 

Name(s) and address of account holder(s) 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms ___________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
Post Code:___________________________________ 

Bank/Building Society Account Number: 
 
 

Sort Code  
 

        

      

        

 
6 8 8 0 7 2 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
This is not part of the instruction to your Bank or  
Building Society. Date of first payment on or after: 

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society 
Please pay CAF Re The HoverAid Trust Direct Debits 
from the account detailed in this instruction subject to 
the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I 
understand that this instruction may remain with CAF 
Re The Hoveraid Trust and if so, details will be passed 
electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 

CAF Reference No.   FS1459 

Signature  
 
 

Date 

Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account. 

If your Gift Aid declaration covers donations you may make 
in the future please notify HoverAid or CAF if: 
 You change your name or address. 
 Your circumstances change such that you no longer 

pay tax on your income or capital gains equal to the 
tax reclaimed by HoverAid.  

You can cancel your declaration at any time by notifying Hov-
erAid or CAF. It will then not apply to donations you make on 
or after the specified date of cancellation. 

 

The Direct Debit Guarantee 
 This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits 
 If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit CAF re  The HoverAid 

Trust will notify you 10 working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. 
If you request CAF re The HoverAid Trust to collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the 
time of the request 

 If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by CAF re The HoverAid Trust or your bank or building society, you 
are entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society - If you receive a refund you 
are not entitled to, you must pay it back when CAF re The HoverAid Trust asks you to 

 You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by writing to your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. 
Please also send a copy of your letter to us 

Please complete form below and return to 

CAF, Kings Hill,
West Malling, Kent,
ME19 4TA

 
Unit 2, Chalk Farm, High St, Babraham, 

Cambridge, CB22 3AG 

Please set up a Direct Debit  
 
for   £5 £10 £25 £50 other £______ 

each   month / quarter / year  to  
The Hoveraid Trust commencing: 

 
 

    

     Y Y Y YM MD D    

The Hoveraid Trust is a UK registered charity number 1005977.Registered in the UK and Wales number 02661888. Limited by guarantee.  
Registered office 100a Queens Cl., Harston, Cambridge 



All of HoverAid’s work is only possible through generous giving. If you would like 
to join the community of those reaching the unreachable, we’d be very grateful.



In Madagascar it is customary to 
receive a gift with two cupped 

hands. This gesture shows  
gratefulness and humility.

We know that we are only able to do 
what we do because of the grace  

of the community around us;  
those who share their time, money, 
resources and contacts; those who 
support us with words or prayers  

and spread our message; and those 
whose hearts are inspired by the 

forgotten parts of our world.

To you we extend both hands in 
gratefulness and humility

Please contact us if you are in
a position to help, via email to  

info@hoveraid.co.uk

Can you
Help?

Resources for 
new hovercraft
Fundraising, workshop space, 
materials, time, and technical 
assistance for new River Rover build.

Donate
To help us continue and grow the 
Medical and Community Health and  
Programmes in Madagascar.

People
We need office operations and 
supporter engagement people for our  
Cambridge office team.

Opportunities
For us to tell Churches across the UK 
about our neighbours in Madagascar.

Safety
Remember and pray for our teams 
travelling huge distances in difficult 
and dangerous conditions.

Supporters
Tell your friends about HoverAid so 
that more people will be inspired, 
engage, pray, donate, fundraise, join 
in, and spread the word.

Thanks
For all that God has done over the 15 
years HoverAid has been working in 
Madagascar.

http://info@hoveraid.co.uk

