
Page 1 Winter 2019

Winter Edition

ne
ws

le
tt

er
 2

01
9 



Page 1 Winter 2019

“Trust in the LORD with 
all your heart, and lean 

not to your own 
understanding.” 

“In all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he shall direct your paths.” 
Proverbs 3, 5-6.


These are exciting times for 
HoverAid. The pathway to growth 
and increased impact on the 
communities we seek to reach is 
becoming clearer, but everything is 
in God’s hands. The great work in 
Madagascar, particularly the 
medical safaris, continues. Since 
the summer newsletter, we have 
been able to spread the word about 
HoverAid at two events – Creation 
Fest, and the Buntingford Classic 
Car Rally, we have received some 
legacy funding, and we have a new 
trustee on board, with others 
prayerfully considering joining in 
this capacity. We are currently 
carrying out a strategic review in 
order to establish the operational, 
technical, and funding approaches 
to enable that growth. 

Hovercraft have a happy habit of 
often facing in one direction and 
travelling in another – we think we 
know where we are going, based 
on what we can see, but we don’t 
have the whole story. Sometimes 

we need to trust, and wait for the 
vehicle to find and follow its true 
course. 


This year has felt difficult at times, but 
we have pressed on, and are very 
grateful to all of you for pushing with 
us to continue reaching the 
unreachable.

In our last edition, we said good bye 
to old friends and focused on new 
partnerships. In this edition we are 
welcoming new friends and exploring 
even more partnerships.


I do hope that you enjoy reading this 
as much as we enjoyed putting it 
together. Check out pages 2 and 8 to 
learn more about our new partners in 
our cover photo; pages 4 and 13 to 
find out about volunteering both here 
and abroad; pages 7,9,10 and 16 for 
what our supporters have been up to 
and of course read stories from 
Madagascar as well as some clever 
analysis of our hovercraft. 


Every blessing,


David Wiltshire
Acting Chair of Trustees
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Welcome!
We are SO grateful to God and to you our supporters, 
who regularly give of your time, prayers and hard 
earned money to help our HoverAid family strive to do 
the best they can, reaching the unreachable and 
bringing hope. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Give thanks to God with us that we 
will soon offer a complete package 
for patients on our Madagascan 
Medical Safari (MMS) clinics! A new 
partnership opportunity means that 
we will offer surgery, dentistry, 
ultrasound, general medicine AND 
ophthalmology (eye clinics). This 
year we ran clinics in both 
Ambatolahy and Madiromirafy with 
ophthalmologists, but next year 
they will accompany us to every 
single one! 

On the front 
cover… 
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Madagascan Medical Safari Clinics

This year we have already 
completed twelve clinics in eight 
different areas, are in the middle of 
another one as I write, and have one 
more planned in November. Patient 
numbers range from 192 to 672, all 
seen over a five day period by 
approximately ten health care 
professionals. All the healthcare 
professionals volunteer their time 
and expertise for free, taking holiday 
from their usual work to come with 
us to reach the unreachable. Queue 
times are long- sometimes several 

days, but morale is usually high and 
everyone is always extremely 
grateful when they are treated.


We are so grateful to you for your 
continued support of this venture. 
There is no free healthcare in 
Madagascar.  The hospitals and 
clinics that do exist cost money and 
are several days or even weeks walk 
away. Without you none of this 
would happen! Thank you for being 
part of the HoverAid family and 
giving health and hope to people 
who you will never meet.


          Away from the scorching sun, waiting to see one of the HoverAid team these patients are happy to be inside.



Winter 2019 Page 4

Liesbet Helson 
tells us about 
volunteering in 
Madagascar.

I wanted to volunteer as a nurse, 
because whilst travelling in 
developing countries I saw a lot of 
poverty and poor people who had 
no access to healthcare. Health is a 
universal human right and for this 
reason I decided to sign up to work 
as a volunteer. 


I chose to go to Madagascar 
because of my previous journey 
there as a tourist the year before. 
Apart from the beauty of the 
country, it was the poverty in the 
very remote villages that struck me. 


HoverAid takes teams of doctors and nurses to remote villages for a week at a 
time. I was there for several months so had the opportunity to work with some of 
the partner organisations that they work with in between the HoverAid clinics.

My first placement was to work with a sister NGO called IMPACT. IMPACT 
Madagascar provides solutions for deforestation, pollution and poverty through 
a variety of projects, in rural isolated areas. My first task was to design a basic 
health care programme based on a mission in Dabolava village, in the district of 
Miandrivazo. In Dabolava the majority of the people are farmers growing rice, 
maize and cassava as their most important crops; other farmers raise livestock 
and because Dabolava is situated in the Mountain of Gold, some people also 
make money by gold digging in the river. 


          Volunteer Liesbet visits the IMPACT project
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My journey to Dabolava village was by taxibrousse (VW bus). This was a very 
nice way to travel together with local people as there was the opportunity to 
chat with them whilst the amazing landscape passed by! In the village there 
was a basic health care centre, where I interviewed the midwife about the most 
urgent health problems in the region. I helped with workshops about family 
planning, giving me the opportunity to talk with students and the staff from the 
schools about basic health care. 


The team were great and we 
worked together really well. For 
me, it was my very first mission 
but my nervousness was not 
needed; the team were very 
supportive and did all they could 
to make me feel welcome. 
Working together with local people 
from the community helped me to 
understand the healthcare 
situation and how important it is to 
empower people.


My second placement was in the 
Northwest of Madagascar, in a 
village called Madiromirafy where 
HoverAid run clinics. It is in the 
district of Maevatanana, Betsiboka 
region, where the majority of the 
population are farmers or 
fishermen living off the river. And it 
was the Betsiboka river that 
decided how our journey through 
its water went. Just like the locals I 
travelled here in a pirogue- a long 
boat with an outboard motor.
          Girls confer in one of the basic health 

care classes which Liesbet ran with IMPACT

Volunteering in Mada’
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Our pirogue got stuck many times in the sandbanks and we had to get 
out and push it by hand. Normally it takes one and a half hours to reach 
Madiromirafy. It took us 7 hours! We didn’t have enough budget to bring 
the hovercraft here, but nobody was complaining. The whole team 
worked together with the crew of the boat and the team spirit was really 
great. 'This is like an adventurous holiday and it gives us the chance to 
enjoy the scenery AND to create a collaborative team spirit,' was what 
one of the doctors said. He could not have been more right! On our 
journey to Mengabe it was the open bush that tried to confuse us with 
its many tracks to choose from to reach the village. Thanks to the 
experienced drivers of our convoy, the team got there safely and before 
sunfall.


The team of doctors did consultations, dentistry and surgery and there 
were also consultations held with an optician. As a nurse, I helped with 
the surgery and it was stunning to see with how little equipment the 
doctor used to perform so many surgeries. First we would do 
consultations by talking with the patients to find out what the patients 
were actually suffering from and to find if an operation was needed. I 
learnt a lot from the Malagasy professionals on how important it is to 
work together as a team and to use all the knowledge there is to 
overcome difficult challenges.


Volunteering

         Pushing the pirogue off a sandbank with some of the MMS team

Volunteering in Mada’
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          Volunteer Liesbet & some of the MMS team

We are enormously grateful to the 
Souter Charitable Trust, assisting 
projects engaged in the relief of 
human suffering both here and 
abroad, especially those promoting 
spiritual welfare. The Souter Trust 
provided funding for medication at 
not one but two MMS clinics this 
year.  We are incredibly grateful to 
them for their ongoing and very 
generous support, which meant we 
could treat 954 patients this year!


Thank you!

For me, volunteering with HoverAid in Madagascar was a great 
experience! I was not only able to get to know more about the difficult 
healthcare situation in Madagascar but, thanks to the team, I also 
learned a lot about myself and my work as a nurse which is a treasure 
for a lifetime.


If you would like to know more about volunteering email:	                               
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 info@hoveraid.co.uk


Volunteering in Mada’

mailto:info@hoveraid.co.uk
mailto:info@hoveraid.co.uk
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Ever wondered how you test 
people’s eyes who don’t know 
the alphabet?     
This is called a “Tumbling E” chart 
and is used when testing illiterate 
or mute patients. Patients stand 
5m away from the chart and cover 
each eye in turn reading out or 
gesturing each line.  They start 
with the first capital E facing 
downwards and can then just 
gesture, with their fingers or 
hands, the direction that they think 
the E is facing. We’ve tested 162 
people this year! 

MMS Clinic

 Bruno is 7 years old. Unfortunately, 
whilst playing, he fell out of a tree. 

His father brought him to our 
Madagascan Medical Safari clinic in 
Ankavandra- Bruno's arm is broken 
and we suspect he has trouble with 

his pelvis and spine because he 
cannot sit down.

 The MAF team were working with 
us on Wednesday, saw the child 
and decided to bring him back to 

Antananarivo for treatment, 
covering all his expenses for 

medical care. 
Maholi has already found him a 

doctor and this is a photo she sent 
me of Bruno yesterday when she 

was driving him to hospital!
As I write this, he is just going into 

surgery…..
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Congratulations and HUGE 
thanks to Malise Hill, who 
persuaded her class mates in 
year 3 at Layston School, 
Buntingford that they should 
fund-raise for HoverAid this 
year.  Their first “event” was a 
sale-of-craftwork stall at 
Buntingford Classic Car Rally, 
outside St. Peter’s church 
where her daddy is the vicar.  
The works sold included 
pebble pals, lanyards, candles 
and card holders.  On the day 
they raised an amazing £300! 


Thanks so much! 
If you would like to run an 
event in aid of HoverAid please 
contact us at 
info@hoveraid.co.uk


Buntingford Event
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in numbers
2019

3167 consultations
Madagascan 
Medical safari 
clinics

surgeries 
120

Introducing Pierre!
As you know, we have been looking for new 
board members for HoverAid and so we are 
delighted to introduce Pierre Deludet to you all!
Originally from France, Pierre studied 
theoretical physics before working in finance in 
London. He has worked a lot with companies 
based in developing countries and is passionate 
about bringing infrastructure and resources to 
the less fortunate. Pierre joined HoverAid's 
Board in September 2019 and advises on 
strategic, governance, and financial issues. 
Pierre is a member of Hillsong Church London. 
If you think you’ve got what it takes to be a 
trustee- please get in contact! Email

124667 
patients 
treated Major 722Dental extractions

admin@HoverAid.co.uk

Minor 
surgeries 
76 587

Ultrasound 
scans

162 ophthalmology patients seen 
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Hover Heroes!

Introducing Rakotondrasoa 
Onimalala.  She is the new 

finance manager in Madagascar.  
She joined us earlier this year, is 
married with two boys, Loick and 

Loan aged  14 and 10. When 
she’s not busy in the office she 

loves to swim and dance!
A big fan of travelling, she 

accompanied Maholi on one of 
our MMS’s to see how things 

happen in the field. She will 
make sure that we keep on 

budget and will be stretching our 
resources as far as possible.

We have five hovercraft in 

Madagascar. In order to get 

them to a sustainably useable 

state for the demanding work 

and journeys to the 
communities we seek to reach, 

our team in Madagascar have 

mapped out a development 

programme, which will require 

£34,000 of targeted funding.  
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We have had several sad stories from Madagascar in the last few months.  
We wanted to share because the reality is, that there is not always a 
happy ending. 
Some doctors from MAF Norway joined us at our clinic in Ampasinambo and 
were keen to help out as part of the team. The doctors discovered a baby with 
hydrocephalus, where spinal fluid accumulates in the brain, and the MAF team 
decided to bring mother and child back to be operated on in Tana, as the MAF 
team were only staying with us for two days, so could bring them by plane.
They contacted Maholi in the office, who managed to find the right neurologist 
surgeon to perform the operation and as soon as the child and the mother 
arrived on Friday afternoon, Maholi and the MAF team went to hospital where 
the surgeon was waiting.
A scan was performed on the child which showed that tragically, a malformation 
at birth meant only a tiny part of her brain had formed. Surgery would have 
been invasive and futile.  When Maholi spoke to us she was desperately sad 
and said her heart was broken; the child was the same age as her son. The 
team had had such high hopes for the child returning to the village in good 
health. The mother has returned to their village knowing there is little hope for 
her child. Please join us in holding them both up in prayer.

MMS Clinic

Maholi lifting the child from MAF’s plane
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How did you get involved?

 Meet the Payne family!  Laurence & Teresa,
(pictured), and their children Andrew & Zoe have 
been involved with HoverAid since first meeting Andy 
Mayo at the New Wine Conference in 2006.  “Since 
then we’ve had the opportunity to be involved in 
working parties and various events, raising 
money to support the work HoverAid do in 
Madagascar. As Christians, it has helped our faith 
in understanding how we can be a part of 
something bigger. Supporting HoverAid is a 
passion and seeing the work that goes into 
events both here and in Madagascar really does 
show you first hand what dedication, passion, 
teamwork and faith can achieve!”

We’d love to hear! 
Send your stories to info@hoveraid.co.uk or your letters to Unit 2, Chalk 
Farm, High Street, Babraham, Cambridge, CB22 3AG

Volunteering UK

mailto:info@hoveraid.co.uk
mailto:info@hoveraid.co.uk
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             Hiding from the rain!                               Volunteers work hard!                          HoverAid Air shelter.                                             
                         Catching a nap after a long day!

As a family, we are always up for a challenge, so signing up for 
Creation Fest seemed like the perfect summer break! We all 
had different schedules to make sure everything that was 
needed got to the venue. There's always a huge amount of 
equipment and several trailers to take and so once we had all 
arrived and after we had set up the shelter we got a chance to 
meet up with some of the other volunteers who had signed up 
at last year’s event. 

Wind speeds were very high which made things a little more 
interesting and we took turns to work the shifts, so that we all 
got a chance to visit the seminars, music venues, stalls and 
food outlets throughout the week. We helped in the shelter 
itself, talking to the public about where Madagascar is, what it’s 
like and all that goes on during the medical clinics and disaster 
relief work along the various river systems. We also did 
passenger marshalling- taking visitors to the actual hovercraft 
whilst others gave safety briefings and sent people off on the 
“Malagasy trail”. There were big boards of information and 
some Malagasy trinkets and souvenirs to buy, along with the 
obligatory stickers for the children and conversations long into 
the night on why poverty exists and what the developed world 
can do about it. Several hundred came through our doors and 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience! Sadly we had to abandon 
the site a day early, as the winds were so strong that it just 
wasn’t safe to fly the hovercraft. 


Creation Fest 
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Creation Fest 

Creation Fest runs for seven days and there were 
thousands of people exhibiting and speaking; all 
involved in great initiatives up and down the UK, 
as well as around the world. It was brilliant to 
have time to talk to other HoverAid volunteers 
who had been over to Madagascar more recently 
than us and to hear and share experiences. We 
met Steve Houghton, the aviation electrician 
(whom we had read about in one of last year’s 
newsletters) who went over for 6 weeks in 2018. 
He had brought his friend, Iwan with him who 
made very cool bikes.  

There was another chap, Chris Wood who works 
in China, who had seen the HoverAid activity last 
year and had signed up to be involved, planning 
his time in the UK to coincide with this, so that 
he could support us. David Wiltshire, one of the 
board members, who has been involved for 
almost twenty years was there; Peter Gunner, Liz 
Birchall, Ian Kinslow & Jerry Drew had been 
working hard in the months leading up to the 
event to get the Hovercraft in working order; with 
Faith Gunner providing them with endless 
lunches, cups of tea and snacks! It really was a 
team effort and an example of how we can all 
play a part whatever our abilities. 

           HoverAid Trail                                 Mario trying out a new way to travel                 One of the trail poster clues                                           
                    

By Laurence & Teresa Payne
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St Gabriels Church, 
Blackburn, invited HoverAid’s 
Chief Technical Officer, Andy Mayo 
to speak at their Sunday services in 
September as part of their Mission 
Focus Month where they have 
guest speakers from each of the 
organisations they support as a 
church.

“It was a fantastic opportunity to 
meet one of our great supporting 
churches and spend some time 
learning together about Isaiah’s call 
to God’s people to spend ourselves 
on behalf of the poor, the lonely, 
and the hungry.” 
St Gabriel’s has faithfully supported 
HoverAid for many years and after 
the services the Rev Stephen 
Colbert was keen to know more 


about how the church could 
become more involved in 
HoverAid’s work, and there are 
three main things our church family 
can do to help: 


• Join HoverAid’s prayer 
support network


• Support HoverAid 
financially


• Get involved in 
volunteering for HoverAid


We learned that the 
fundamental reason we care 
for our neighbour is not 
because we recognise 
ourselves in them, but 
because we recognise God’s 
image in each other – His 
fingerprints are to be found 
all over everyone’s DNA!


Church family 
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In order to grow our impact we 
need to have the right equipment. 
This means developing and 
building new hovercraft to gradually 
replace the current ageing fleet. 
There is no ideal “off the shelf” 
design, and we have learnt much 
from 28 years of using hovercraft in 
Madagascar and elsewhere. Our 
CTO, Andy Mayo, is using this 
learning, and the wonders of 
Computational Fluid Dynamics, to 
understand and create the design 
for the robust, capable craft 
required, and determine how best 
to improve the current craft.  

We are incredibly grateful to the 
team at CADFEM UK and Ansys 
for giving us access to some 
amazing Computational Fluid 
Dynamics (CFD) software, over 
the last two months, so we could 
do some analysis on the heat 

flows in the hovercraft that we 
rely on to reach remote 
communities in Madagascar. 

CFD sounds complicated but it’s 
actually really rather simple  - if 
you just consider a very small 
volume of air, water, metal, or 
any other material then you can 
set up equations that model that 
tiny volume’s behaviour as its 
surfaces experience 
temperature, pressure, flow, or 
stress changes. 

If you can split your big 
complicated model into millions 
of tiny but much simpler ones, 
and then add up all the results 
(very quickly) you can learn an 
enormous amount about the way 
a system, such as a radiator, or 
a lift fan, or even a whole 
hovercraft skirt will react. 

Fluid Dynamics Computational Fluid 
Dynamics 

– or what’s hot and what’s not!

         A small element of the 
radiator core modelled with 

adiabatic slip symmetry 
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Rather than having to build 
prototypes and then measure the 
differences as you change 
things, you can work in a virtual 
environment and get a lot further 
before you commit to building the 
real thing.

It does take care and experience 
and you have to learn how much 
you can trust the computer  - 
“Computer says YES!” is not a 
guarantee, but modern software 
and machines are vastly more 
powerful than systems that were 
available even five years ago. 

There are some huge 
possibilities for operating 
hovercraft in the worst, hot and 
high conditions – the conditions 
that we face in Madagascar and 
in other places that we hope to 
reach around the world, which 
normal hovercraft would struggle 
with. We would like to improve 
the cooling capacity of the 
hovercraft so we can increase 
the power and reach people 
more reliably.

We are hoping to be able to work 
more with CADFEM in the 
coming months – watch this 
space!

Fluid Dynamics 

A complete radiator in open flow
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