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Let me encourage you: Come and 
build bridges.

Jesus commanded that we “love our 
neighbours as ourselves”, which 
sounds simple; it’s a nice philosophy 
or the bedrock of attitudes depending 
on your take. So what does it mean? 
Practically in personal relationships 
we talk about five love languages – 
Gift Giving, Quality Time, Words of 
Affirmation, Acts of Service, Physical 
Touch (if you don’t know about these 
then it’s worth investigating).

In the response to Cyclone Enawo 
HoverAid supporters gave the gifts 
of food, tools, and seeds; we spent 
time seeking people out who needed 
support and went back time and again; 
we stood with them as they faced 
challenges and supported their deci-
sions; we held their hands when they 
cried; and we went the extra mile to 
physically build an actual bridge con-
necting two villages and a school. We 
(you, me, all of us) are all part of this 
process: gifts, time, prayers, actions 
and connections.

Reading this newsletter is part of build-
ing bridges and loving our neighbours 
so thank you for engaging.

Andy Mayo 
Chief Exec: HoverAid Trust

  welcome

HoverAid News is about bringing 
together the stories of our 
extraordinary community. 

We may be a community separated 
by continents, cultures and 
languages but by sharing in each 
other’s experiences and gifts we can 
begin become neighbours. 

We believe this interaction will 
transform us.  

Welcome
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Esperant has an infectious blend 
of cheek, charm and joy that turns 
stern adults into naughty children 
within seconds of meeting him. 

He is the son of Bila – one of our CHP 
workers in Beroroha – and Maria – 
who helps host HoverAid when they 
visit. 

A universally loved member of the 
team during an MMS in Beroroha, 
Esperant is generally found at the 
side of any one of the doctors, cooks, 
mechanics or pilots, asking questions 
or creating mischief.

That time spent around HoverAid will 
shape his future in ways none of us 
can yet imagine but we look forward 
to seeing. 

Esperant translates as “hope” and we 
thank this small family for bringing 
that to our often stressful missions in 
Beroroha. 

Esperant, 4 
Fanjakana

portrait



PAGE 4 SUMMER ‘16   

action areas

Come and Grow 
our Mada HQ! 

I wonder who Hery Nirina was every time I 
go into our main base in Antananarivo (the 
house is named after him and I hope he’d 
feel at home). 

In May a team of six from the UK replaced 
the skirt on one of the River Rover hover-
craft – staying at the base, and working in 
the garage. 

New accommodation at our Antananarivo 
base means you can come and see what we 

are doing in Madagascar first hand. 

Flights to Madagascar are roughly half the cost of ten 
years ago, and we want you to have the chance to get 

Malagasy dirt under your fingernails. 

Contact me at a.mayo@hoveraid.co.uk for more info. 
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We’ve been building bed-
rooms, a lounge, and a kitch-
en space so that teams and 
individuals can come and stay 
and get involved in growing 
HoverAid. 

The team of mechanics is 
growing, and the garage 
needs a service pit, a lifting 
frame and a second secure 
container – all of which we 
are working on. You could too. 

The house is surrounded by a 
large garden full of Malagasy 
plants which we want to iden-
tify and look after – could you 
do that? 



PAGE 6 SUMMER ‘16   

special report

Cyclone 
Enawo 
Relief
While many in Madagascar returned to normal life after 
the cyclone, others were left to rebuild from the ruins. 
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On 7th March Cyclone Enawo 
struck Madagascar’s north-east 
coast with winds reaching 180mph 
and dropped 10 inches of rainfall. 
It is the most severe cyclone in 
over a decade to make landfall on 
the island. The ensuing floods and 
landslides displaced almost half a 
million people. 

Madagascar’s limited infrastructure 
and communications network were 
further damaged by the cyclone. 
Relief coordination in the remote 
districts faced numerous challeng-
es and many NGOs chose to focus 
support only on larger towns and 
those areas reported to have been 
badly affected. 

By contrast, HoverAid has always 
searched for those in need who 
are, and were in this case, deemed 
unreachable by others. After days of 
navigating flooded rivers and roads 
blocked by landslides we found 
ourselves in Antanandava.  

In this riverside village six metre 
floodwaters engulfed the houses and 
forced an evacuation. The villagers 
returned to find only two of the 
sixty five homes still standing; with 
possessions lost to the river, crops 
destroyed and livestock drowned, 
the future looked bleak. However the 
villagers rallied and began to rebuild, 
working as a community and sharing 
what little they had. 

HoverAid’s presence in Antanandava 
and the neighbouring villages has 
enabled that courageous spirit 
rather than supplanting it. Rice, oil 
and sugar distribution gives people 
the energy desperately needed in 
a crisis. Petrol lamps bring light 
after the sunset at 6pm. Tools mean 
homes can be rebuilt faster. A bridge 
allows children to get to school in 
the morning. Fast growing seeds will 
provide food when the rice stocks 
run out, and fishing nets allow the 
village to generate an income. 



PAGE 8 SUMMER ‘16   

the heart of it

Perline’s   
Miracle

Pregnancy complications had put Perline and her unborn 
child in mortal danger. Even with surgery, their chances of 
survival were slim.
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Perline arrived on the penultimate day of 
the November MMS. Her stomach was gro-
tesquely swollen on her small frame. 

She and her husband had been trying for a 
baby for many years, but their joy at falling 
pregnant had turned to confusion and then 
panic when her belly had swelled beyond that 
of any normal pregnancy. When they arrived at 
our medical clinic they were utterly desperate. 

Ultrasound had pointed towards an extra-uter-
ine pregnancy but a definitive diagnosis was 
impossible given our limited field equipment. 

Perline’s abdomen was close to rupturing 
and her baby was only 7 and a half months 
- too young to survive an early birth in such 
conditions. 

The doctors concluded both would certainly 
die if they did nothing. One or both would 
probably die if they operated. They met with 
the family to discuss this terrible choice.

It was decided to operate and to save Perline’s 
life if possible. I cannot begin to imagine her 
thoughts as she lay on the operating table. 

The surgery lasted over 3 hours. Perline under-
went the procedure without general anaesthet-
ic in the hope of also saving her child. 

Perline’s bravery and our surgeon’s skill paid 
off. By some miracle they were able to save the 
mother’s life and move the unborn child to the 
uterus to enable a normal birth when the child 
reaches full term. 

Perline is expected to make a full recovery. We 
hope to see her and her child soon. 

Perline’s father hears the news

Perline is given the all clear

Perline waits before the surgery

The doctors discuss options
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tribute 

Dr Sylvain is sorely missed at HoverAid. His 
absence will be felt in the towns and villages 
all over the country where he served the 
medical needs of the people. His people. 

Sylvain was involved in the MMS for many years, first as a doctor and then as our 
medical coordinator. On retiring from a successful career in the capital’s hospitals, he 
saw himself as free to give his full attention to the medical programs of a number of 
NGOs. He worked in the challenging conditions of remote areas with an energy rare 
in people of half his age. In 2015 he beat cancer and returned to the MMS where he 
worked until just before his death over Christmas.  

The respect Dr Sylvain commanded within his profession and in the communities he 
worked in made him invaluable. I only remember one suspended MMS in his time as 
coordinator as he was always able to inspire a full team of Malagasy doctors to give 
their time and join him in the field. 

He led by example, using his all-round skills – surgery, dentistry, ultrasound, etc. – 
wherever they were needed. Not only did his work help tens of thousands of patients 
but will have changed the lives of the doctors he picked to attend the MMS. 

The big boots Dr Sylvain leaves behind will need filling: finding a replacement for 
the position he created seems hardly possible, but we have faith the right person 
will appear. We are looking for a younger doctor who may be able to grow into the 
professionalism and care that Dr Sylvain exemplified for so many years. 

Peter van Buuren
Director HoverAid Madagascar 

End of an Era
Dr Sylvain 

1948 - 2016
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LAND OF WONDER 
It is a beautiful place with wonderful people. 
The people are very friendly and welcoming, 
however many of them are poorly paid but 
seem to manage this well and stay positive. As 
for the place, what I saw of the flora and fauna 
is unique and I personally enjoyed interacting 
with some of the various animals we saw there 
including lemurs, giant land snails, the hissing 
cockroaches and lizards we shared our hotel 
room with, and of course my favourite the 
various chameleons I had climbing on my arms, 
shoulder and back.

We had the opportunity to do some work in 
the HoverAid HQ to set out and fit bedrooms 
upstairs, we also helped with the skirt on the 
hovercraft and various other repairs in the 
house.

LAND OF EXTREMES 
Where else could you go to a conventional 
church service in the morning complete with 
several baptisms and then see a group of chaps 
in the afternoon indulging in cock fighting? 
Other extremes we noticed were the well to do 
areas in the city and the opposite end of the 
scale with people trying to make a living selling 
second hand shoes spread out on a blanket 
on the ground, others with hand carts pushing 
huge loads along the road trying to move their 
goods from A to B, people driving live zebu 
[cattle] through the roads in the capital city. 
Imagine that happening in London.

We had the privilege of going up country via 
Brickaville to see the effects of the cyclone 
and the important aid work being carried out 
by HoverAid. We saw where the villages were 

hoveraid uk

letters

Ian and Jerry visit Madagascar “A land of wonder and extremes”

Our Wednesday Workshop Parties are now also happening on the third 
Saturday of each month (we think of it as a bonus Wednesday!) 

Have a look at meetup.com/hoveraid for details and to join us. 

We are looking forward to receiving two brand new engines from Ford US as we 
continue the refurbishment of the large Griffon 1500 hovercraft.

And as ever we need people to help maintain and fly our beloved River Rover.W
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24 September 
Milton Autumn Festival 

calendar

Ian and Jerry visit Madagascar “A land of wonder and extremes”

washed away and were now in the river. We 
met the people who had lost everything they 
had including their homes food and their few 
possessions. My heart was warmed when I 
heard that HoverAid had taken them food, seed 
and tools to help put them back on their feet.

We saw where the seeds had been planted 
and were already starting to grow to provide 
ongoing food for the local people. It was 
worrying to see that the local bugs were eating 
some of this new growth, hopefully enough of 
the plants will survive to provide food for the 
villagers.

We delivered some tools and equipment to the 
people so they could continue to rebuild their 
homes. I stood and watched in awe at a local 

man using very basic tools, making first class 
timber joints in roof trusses ready to be placed 
on a house to complete the roof of a dwelling. 

All these people need is a leg up to help them 
so they can rebuild their own homes and 
communities. Thankfully HoverAid provided this 
help.

I felt honoured that I was able to see and 
experience all of these things, and I thank 
God and HoverAid for the opportunity to have 
been a small part of what is being done in 
Madagascar.
 
Many thanks and God bless. 

Jerry Drew.
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In Antanandava, 14-year-old Rosalie watched in terror 
from the window of her riverside house as the 
river swamped their small village. 

She escaped by canoe with her 
mother and brother at the last 
moment. After the destruction of 
their village in the flood they have 
little apart from their lives. 

HoverAid has been working with 
Rosalie’s village to provide food, 
shelter and the tools to rebuild 
their lives and look to the future.

Our aim in HoverAid News is to 
enable you to be a part of a 
community that stretches from 
Antanandava in Madagascar to your 
home. If your response to your place 
in this community is to give monetary 
support, then thank you. 

We are a small charity 
with no statutory 
funding. You make it 
possible to respond 
to disasters across 
Madagascar. 

Please support us 
with a regular donation 
by completing and 
returning the form 
opposite or by visiting 
our website 
uk.hoveraid.org.
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For too many in Madagascar suffering 
is a daily routine; in grand crises like 
Cyclone Enawo and in the day-to-day 
needs that go unmet. 

It takes courage to suffer and yet still 
find reasons to be happy. Something 
Malagasies display in abundance and a 
quality we in the West must rediscover. 

However, the insecurity created by 
such a life offers few opportunities and 
little control over one’s own future. 

Your giving and prayers over the last 
months have been vital. They have 
saved lives, rebuilt houses and kept 
families from falling into crippling 
debt. Most of all they have given hope. 

Thank you. 

We would love to invite you this 
summer to engage further with 
HoverAid and find out more about this 
unique community. 

Please join us at one of our events, 
get involved at the hovercraft 
workshop and contact us to discover 
what you can offer in the UK or out 
in Madagascar. 

HELP US 
REACH FURTHER PRAY

VOLUNTEER

DONATE
ADVOCATE

ENGAGE US
Please contact us if you 

are in a position to help
admin@hoveraid.co.uk.
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